LEVELS OF CLOSE READING
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LEVEL 1: FACTUAL  (mostly text)
QUESTION STEMS: Who? What? When? Where? How (many/did it happen/process or series of steps)? and questions that prompt for a “Yes” or “No” definitive answer.
On this level, the reader asks questions that can be directly answered in the text, with little to no thought process required to synthesize an answer. 
LEVEL 2: INTERPRETIVE/ANALYTICAL (text + mind)
QUESTION STEMS: Why? How (could / cause/effect)? What (do you think…)? 

On this level, the reader engages the text and brings about connections between text + self, text + text (other text), and text + world (history or current events). 

LEVEL 3: UNIVERSAL MEANING (text + mind + experience)
QUESTION STEMS: What are the underlying themes or messages from this text? What connections can we make between our life and this text? 

On this level, the reader uses the thought processes from Level 2 questions and it prompts them to ask the deepest level of questioning to synthesize themes, messages and universal meaning from text.
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