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	Casa Grande Union High School  
2015-2016

	Instructor
	Ms. D. Douglas  - Room C201   

	Email
	ddouglas@cguhs.org     or     douglasteach@gmail.com 

	Phone
	520.836.8500 x3602

	Websites
	http://www.douglasteach.weebly.com (resources and links)

	Course
	ENGLISH 7-8


Please keep above information accessible for contacting me.
Course Description

English 7-8 concentrates on the following skills: composition (emphasis on expository writing); English Literature survey from the Anglo-Saxon period through the 20th Century; vocabulary development; spelling awareness; research and argumentative essays; novel projects; computer literacy; and various speaking and listening skills. Through close reading and frequent writing in a variety of disciplines and rhetorical contexts, students will become skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes, audience expectations, and subjects.  Students will read primary and secondary sources carefully to synthesize those sources into their own compositions, and to cite those sources using the conventions recommended by professional organizations such as the Modern Language Association (MLA).

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· engage complex text with a variety of strategies to gain a rich understanding;

· manipulate language (diction, syntax, etc.) to effectively convey a message; 

· perceive a writing assignment as a series of tasks, including finding, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing appropriate primary and secondary sources;

· expand academic lexicon to develop precise and concise diction;

· create academically sound connections between text and text, self, and world;

· analyze the stylistic and rhetorical devices that affect a piece of writing (non-fiction and fiction);

· analyze how a writer’s rhetorical strategies influence the overall meaning of a work;

· employ rhetorical strategies in process of developing a unique writer’s voice;

· compose compelling analytical, persuasive, reflective, and descriptive essays within a limited time frame;
· synthesize and sustain sound arguments based on readings and observations;

· evaluate others’ and their own arguments for validity and fallacious reasoning;

· identify, appeal to, and respond to different audiences (and anticipate their response);

· produce a portfolio that will assist them in future college and career endeavors;

Course Structure

Every unit is organized and constructed as a scaffold for each consecutive unit.  Units will advance according to student reading awareness and writing skills, as appropriate and conducive to authentic learning.  

Fiction/Nonfiction Readings: 

The course is taught within the framework of British literature, and includes many great authors. The fiction is taught in conjunction with nonfiction, not only to expose students to many of the great writers they may not normally choose on their own, but more importantly, to guide students in discussion of the concepts and themes of the work, and what linguistic and rhetorical devices the author used to achieve a specific purpose. 
Visual Readings (Artifacts):

Through the close reading of historical artifacts such as diaries, letters, songs, census information, political cartoons, clothing and tools, photographs, and public records such as birth, marriage, and death certificates, students will come to understand how people's daily activities are history, and how this history influences literature. These artifacts may deal with issues such as religion, politics, gender, economic status, and ethnicity, illustrating for students the different ways that people lived together and related to one another.  Students will be taught to critically “read” and analyze these visuals.

Writing:

 Throughout the year, students read and write essays that follow common patterns of development: Narrative and Description, Process Analysis, Comparison-and-Contrast, Division and Classification, Definition, Cause and Effect, and finally, Persuasion and Argumentation.  Students examine the characteristics and rhetorical devices of each essay, and eventually synthesize their knowledge by producing an essay of their own.  Each essay is subject to several edits and revisions, including self-, peer-, and teacher-edits.  Students study a variety of other nonfiction including, but not limited to, journals, diaries, memoirs, letters, and are asked to write in each of these genres.   
Grading System: All assignments for AP English Language and Composition are graded using rubrics in accordance with the Arizona Department of Education CCRS (College & Career Readiness Standards), and weighted within the CGUHS standard grading scale.  
· Class work: Daily assignments are comprised of all activities in class which culminate in a larger class assignment.  These assignments may include, but are not limited to the following: discussions, edits, planning, drafting, editing, group interaction, specific reading assignments, and other tasks involving grammar and vocabulary. Work-completed “checks” will be conducted regularly, to ensure students are prepared for related discussions and tasks. LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED ONLY with parent/guardian contact (note, email, or phone call).
· Reading: Annotation is a crucial part of the close reading process and comprehension of dense / complex text. Therefore, most reading assignments will be required to include annotations.

· Learning Logs: Daily work will be recorded in learning logs, which will be the accumulation of the skills practiced and content reviewed within the units. This will be effectively the study guide for the exams.
· Writing: Because the process of language is so important in this class, essays receive different point values for each draft and revision.  All essays must include a working (rough) draft, a self-edit, peer-edit, and teacher edit, prior to receiving a final grade.  Students must submit evidence of revision (drafts) with the final copy of each assigned essay.   In-class essays are graded as working drafts.  
· Tests & Quizzes: Students will be pre- and post-tested, and will be responsible for writing to the anchor task every quarter. Some passages are from texts read and studied, while others are from new material that students analyze for the first time.  The quizzes are used primarily as a reading check or basic understanding of a text.  Each unit has at least one exam on vocabulary, as well as mechanical and grammatical concepts from the readings.  Tests may be retaken at the discretion of the instructor, and generally are averaged together with the original scores. Any observed cheating will yield a “0” for the test, with the inability to make it up.
· GRADING SCALE

	A
	100-90%
	B
	89-80%
	C
	79-70%
	D
	69-60%
	F
	59-0%


Classroom Expectations

Class participation is required for every student, and it is expected that students will be prepared for each class meeting. 

General classroom rules are:

· Be here and on time. “On time” means in the classroom when the tardy bell rings.

· Be respectful. Respect yourself and others. Listen actively and respond politely. Use appropriate body language and tone. Respect the room we are using, and clean up after yourself. The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell. Students may only pack up when the teacher gives permission.

· Be responsible and control your outcome. Use your student planner. Regularly check the assignment boards and agendas. Turn in your work on time and take responsibility for fixing mistakes. Late work will only be accepted with parent contact, submitted within one week of the original deadline, and it will be issued half the credit of the originally earned grade. Turn in work that you are proud to turn in. Only neat and complete work will be accepted. Credit for completed work checks cannot be made up, so plan accordingly.
· Be prepared for class! Bring your writing utensils, binder, required work/materials and agenda every day. The day’s agenda will be posted on the front whiteboard, so the student will always be aware of what is happening that day. The assignments and due dates for the week will be listed on another whiteboard. If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get the work that has been listed on the agenda and/or website.

·  Be safe. This is self-explanatory – do no harm and stay out of harm’s way!

===========================================================================

Required Materials:

· (1) 2” Binder with at least (1) ream of college ruled loose-leaf paper, and 
· (2) 3-hole punched 2-pocket folders (1 for homework, 1 for in-class binder);
· Writing utensils (pencil, blue/black ink pen, 4 different-colored highlighters);

· *Regular access to a computer and/or device connected to the internet;

· Regular access to the College Board website (to take online practice tests);

· Regular access to Microsoft Office (Word, PowerPoint, etc.);

· Access to classroom website (www.douglasteach.weebly.com);

*NOTE: Students will have some computer access in class, but access to a working computer will be required outside of school hours. If you have any concerns, please contact the instructor at least 24 hours in advance of required deadlines, as extensions are generally not permitted on long-term assignments.
Class Contract: Academic Integrity

Plagiarism Policy 

Definition 

Plagiarism is defined as claiming or using another’s work as your own without proper attribution (credit). This act includes the copying of information word-for-word from any source, changing a few or some of the words by inserting synonyms, and/or representing an idea as your own without citing the source. Acts of plagiarism do not always have to be complete essays, reports, or projects, but a sentence, phrase, or two that are taken from another’s work and not properly cited.  Plagiarism is also presenting someone else’s writing, ideas, music, or photography as one’s own without crediting sources. 

How serious is this problem? 

“A study of almost 4,500 students at 25 schools, suggests cheating is . . . a significant problem in high school - 74% of the respondents admitted to one or more instances of serious test cheating and 72% admitted to serious cheating on written assignments. Over half of the students admitted they have engaged in some level of plagiarism on written assignments using the Internet.”~ Based on the research of D. McCabe, Rutgers University

Two Types of Plagiarism

1. Intentional:  This form of plagiarism on an assignment will receive an automatic zero, a note in their academic record, and disciplinary action to be determined by the administrative team.   Teacher will attempt to contact the parent or guardian of the student. Examples include, but are not limited to:

· Copying a friend’s work

· Buying or borrowing papers 

· Cutting and pasting blocks of text from sources without documenting (copy and pasting etc)

· Media “borrowing” without documentation

· Using direct quotes, but not placing them in quotations 

· Using information from a source, but not crediting the original source 

2. Unintentional:  This form of plagiarism on an assignment will receive an automatic zero, a possible note in their academic file and possible disciplinary action if deemed a serious offense by the teacher of record. Teacher will attempt to contact the parent or guardian of the student.  Examples include, but are not limited to:

· Careless paraphrasing (most of the words are those of the student)
· Poor documentation

· Quoting excessively

· Failure to use your own “voice”
Rationale for academic integrity: 

	1) When you copy, you cheat yourself. You limit your own learning. 

2) The consequences are not worth the risks!

3) It is only right to give credit to authors whose ideas you use.

4) Citing gives authority to the information you present.
	5) Citing makes it possible for your readers to locate your source.

6) Education is not an “us vs. them” game!  It’s about learning to learn!

7) Cheating is unethical behavior!


I, ________________________________ (STUDENT FIRST & LAST NAME) understand the plagiarism policy and general expectations for this class. While in Ms. Douglas’s class, and completing assignments for her class, I will pursue my academic studies with integrity, knowing that if I violate the above policy on plagiarism, disciplinary action will be taken. I have read and understand this syllabus, and agree to comply with its expectations. 

⟡_____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________

   Student’s Signature





Printed name

℗As a parent I have read and understand the syllabus and plagiarism policy, and will do my best to support an academic environment that is based upon honesty, integrity, and excellence.  I have read and understand the syllabus, and agree to contact Ms. Douglas with any concerns.

______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name (Print)


Parent/Guardian’s Signature

___________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Contact Information:

When is the best time to call? Between the hours of __________AM / PM and ________________ AM / PM

Will a translator be necessary to communicate?              YES         NO  

If yes, is someone available at the home to translate?  ________     If no, which language? _____________________

	Parent / Guardian #1 name (PRINT)
	DAY PHONE
	EVENING PHONE / EMAIL

	
	
	

	NOTES / COMMENTS: 

	

	Parent / Guardian #2 name (PRINT)
	DAY PHONE
	EVENING PHONE / EMAIL

	
	
	

	NOTES / COMMENTS:

	


PERMISSION TO VIEW VIDEO CLIPS AND / OR MOVIES RELATED TO CLASS STUDY:

    Occasionally, we will view movies and video clips to support our curriculum.   Parent signature is required for students to view PG-13 movie features and all video clips longer than 10 minutes. Please be assured that the teacher will use professional discretion in the choice of these video materials, and if you have any questions, please feel free to inquire via phone or email. Lack of signature indicates lack of permission, and alternate arrangements will be made. (PLEASE NOTE: No video rated higher than PG-13 will be shown in the classroom without individual notification and request for permission.)      I have read this paragraph and consent to my student viewing PG-13 level video clips and/or movies in the classroom.
_________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________

Parent / Guardian Signature





Date

Parent/Guardian: Please complete the back of this page and give to your student to submit in class.
PARENT / GUARDIAN: Please introduce your student below and include any information about special needs (medical, behavioral, academic, etc.) your student may have. This information will be held completely confidential.  If you need more room, please attach additional pages and/or any further documents.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
If you need additional space, please attach any extra pages. Thank you!
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