NAME: _________________________________________ DATE: ___________ CLASS:___________

AP LANGUAGE & COMP. RESEARCH PROJECT ASSIGNMENT CHECKLIST & RUBRIC
This list works in conjunction with the checklist on p. 3 of your MLA (blue) Research Packet, provided in January.
	DATE COMPLETED / CHECKED IN
	DESCRIPTION

	
	Choose a general topic (related to poetry). 
Create 10 Level-2 (analysis) questions and answer them with hypotheses (working thesis statements).

	
	Survey all available sources (books, magazines, research materials) on these questions/hypotheses. Narrow them to 5, then 3. Find one that should show the most promise to actually be supported by research. (Some examples of this are a poet’s biographical information related to major historical events, poetry related to studies in therapy, etc.)

	
	Select your topic (your “Top 1”). This choice should reflect the greatest amount of evidence to support your hypothesis.

	
	Begin research on index cards. 
Requirements: at least 15 bib/source cards and 50 “verbatim quote-note” cards. 
(See MLA reference book pp. 3-4 for examples of these cards.)
Your hypothesis is still a work in progress at this point. Your Bib/Source Cards will be the BIBLIOGRAPHY of the paper, so you may wish to create a list for the final paper in addition to the cards. 

	
	Organize notes. (See instructional PowerPoint on “Notecards”.)
Sort the cards according to which quotes best support the thesis.

Select “top 3” supporting notes for each topic of your working thesis statement.

Flip over each card and answer the following questions:

1) So what? (Why is this quote significant?)

2) How does it relate to my thesis?

3) How supportive is it of my thesis? Why?

	
	Create a Preliminary / Working TOPIC Outline. (See examples on pp. 7-9 of MLA packet.)
Read and take more notes in weak areas. At this point, your thesis should be in its final form.
Insert quotes where you know you have support. See videos on my website for more help with outlines.

There will be at least 2 working outline check-ins during the course of the paper.


(continued)
	
	Create a REVERSE topic outline of the sample research essay in MLA book. Notice the PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS (see p.10 of MLA book). 

	
	Create a SENTENCE OUTLINE (see example p.8) from your working outline. This is the outline you will begin to subdivide your quotes and use the “so what?” cards to fill in additional paragraphs to total at least 8-12 for the research essay. Include parenthetical citations for every quote in the sentence outline, even if it’s paraphrased.
Check your outline. (See p. 12 for the “Outline Checklist”)

	
	Create your FIRST DRAFT. (See p. 12 for guidelines.) 
Proofread (edit and revise) your paper. Leave yourself time to re-evaluate and regenerate.

Peer / parent review – show your paper to at least 3 “other pairs of eyes” to provide specific feedback.

	
	Prepare a WORKS CITED page. 
Use the “BIBLIOGRAPHY” list you created with your note cards and select ONLY the works you actually cited in your paper. 

	
	Submit your FINAL DRAFT to TurnItIn.com by 11:59 PM Friday May 1, 2015.

See MLA reference book for specific formatting instructions, but briefly:
1) Consistent Font: Times New Roman or Arial size 12;

2) Double-spaced, one side of paper only;

3) 1-inch margins (except above headers);

4) Submit one copy to TurnItIn.com and a hard copy printed (or written in ink on one side of paper) in class;

5) Interesting Title;

6) Indented paragraphs;

7) Minimum 8-12 paragraphs (approximately 850 – 1500 words);

8) Works Cited page;

	
	Submit your hard-copy FINAL DRAFT with an attached SELF-EVALUATED RUBRIC and completed REFLECTIONS.

	
	NOTE: EARLY TURN-IN CREDIT AWARDED FOR ALL COMPLETE ESSAYS SUBMITTED BEFORE 11:59 pm Thursday, April 30.


NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________ CLASS: ___________ DATE: _________

RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC (Complete and turn in attached to hard copy of research paper.)
	
	4: 

CONSISTENT CONTROL
	3: 

REASONABLE CONTROL
	2: 

INCONSISTENT CONTROL
	1: 

LITTLE OR NO CONTROL
	S
	T

	VOCABULARY
	Uses precise vocabulary unique to content area or topic
	Uses less precise vocabulary unique to content area or topic
	Uses general vocabulary not specific to content area or topic
	Uses little to no vocabulary from content area or topic
	
	

	AUDIENCE/PURPOSE
	Clearly defined purpose;

Tone/voice/point of view are appropriate to content and grade level; compelling and sustained throughout
	Generally defined purpose;

Tone/voice/point of view are appropriate to content and grade level; generally sustained throughout
	· Does not relate to audience or has no clear purpose;

· Tone/voice/point of view are not sustained
	· No awareness of audience or has no clear purpose;

· Little or no control of Tone/voice/point of view 
	
	

	SENTENCE VARIETY / STRUCTURE
	Appropriate to content & grade level;

Varies in length & complexity;

Complete, correctly structured sentences;
	Adequate to content & grade level;

Varies in length & complexity;

Makes occasional errors, but none significant enough to distract from meaning;
	Inadequate to content & grade level;

Varies in length & complexity;

Makes frequent errors which distract from the meaning of the document;
	Inappropriate to content & grade level;

Little to no control of sentence variety;

Displays little or no understanding of sentence formation;
	
	

	MECHANICS
	Uses capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and format (paragraph indentation, division of words by syllables) correctly
	Use of occasional errors is not sufficient to distract from the meaning of the document;
	Use of frequent errors distracts from meaning of the document;
	Displays little or no understanding of appropriate punctuation or conventional spelling;
	
	

	USAGE
	Uses standard grammar correctly
	Makes occasional errors in grammar, but not sufficient to distract from the meaning of the document;
	Makes frequent errors which begin to distract from the meaning of the document;
	Displays little or no understanding of grammar usage;
	
	


(CONTINUED)
	
	4: 

CONSISTENT CONTROL
	3: 

REASONABLE CONTROL
	2: 

INCONSISTENT CONTROL
	1: 

LITTLE OR NO CONTROL
	S
	T

	DOCUMENTATION
	Uses correct MLA documentation;

Uses a variety of sources;

For every source on the Works Cited page, there is at least one matching parenthetical citation in the body of the paper;
	Uses MLA documentation with few errors;

Uses a variety of sources;

For most sources on the Works Cited page, there is at least one matching parenthetical citation in the body of the paper;
	Uses MLA documentation with many errors;

Uses sources with little variety;

Many sources on the Works Cited page do not have matching parenthetical citation in the body of the paper;
	Uses little to no MLA documentation;

No variety in sources;

No sources on the Works Cited page are cited in the body of the paper;
	S


	T



	FORM
	Uses correct MLA page formatting and numbering;

Printed paper is legible and neat;
	Uses correct MLA page formatting and numbering with few errors;

Printed paper is legible and generally neat;
	Uses MLA page formatting and numbering inconsistently;

Paper is difficult to read;
	Uses little to no MLA page formatting and numbering;

Paper is very difficult to read;
	
	

	THESIS
	One central idea fully and precisely stated;

Developed consistently throughout the paper;

A clear “Rule of 3” parallel and present;
	One central idea fully and precisely stated;

Developed somewhat throughout the paper;

A clear “Rule of 3” present, but may not be parallel in one area;
	One central idea suggested but not clearly stated;

Developed somewhat throughout the paper;

A clear “Rule of 3” present, but may not be parallel in two or more areas;
	No apparent central idea
	
	

	EVIDENCE/SUPPORT
	Strong support for thesis by drawing information from multiple sources;

All information relevant, reliable, up-to-date;

All information accurately stated, appropriate use of summarization, paraphrasing, and quotations;
	Adequate support for thesis by drawing information from multiple sources;

Most information relevant, reliable, up-to-date;

Most information accurately stated, appropriate use of summarization, paraphrasing, and quotations;
	Support for thesis weak or from too few sources;

Some information irrelevant, unreliable, or out of date;

Some information accurately stated;

Information mostly paraphrased or quoted;
	Support for thesis inadequate;

Most information irrelevant, unreliable, or out-of-date;

Much information inaccurately stated;
	
	


(CONTINUED)
	
	4: 

CONSISTENT CONTROL
	3: 

REASONABLE CONTROL
	2: 

INCONSISTENT CONTROL
	1: 

LITTLE OR NO CONTROL
	S
	T

	UNITY
	No distracting information;

All differences among sources handled effectively;

Appropriate balance between narrative/descriptive material and critical analysis;
	Little distracting information;

Most differences among sources handled effectively;

Adequate balance between narrative/descriptive material and critical analysis;
	Some distracting information;

Differences among sources handled inadequately;

Some balance between narrative/descriptive material and critical analysis;
	Much distracting information;

Differences among sources not handled;

Inadequate balance between narrative/descriptive material and critical analysis;
	S
	T

	ORGANIZATION
	Uses logical progression of evidence or support for thesis according to the content area;

Transitions facilitate flow of ideas;

Conclusion contains no distracting information which digresses from the thesis (if appropriate, the conclusion clearly indicates unsolved questions and new questions that have emerged from the research);
	Generally uses logical progression of evidence or support for thesis according to the content area;

Transitions used between many ideas;

Conclusion contains no distracting information which digresses from the thesis;
	Lapses in progression of evidence or support for thesis according to the content area;

Transitions used between few ideas;

Conclusion is simply stated;
	Little or no progression of evidence or support for thesis;

No transitions between ideas;

No conclusion;
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	

	My score: ____________ / ___________

REFLECTIONS:

Teacher score: ____________ / ___________

COMMENTS:




